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What is the Abomination of Desolation in 
Biblical Prophecy? 


Sixbert SANGWA « June 06, 2024 


The concept of the "abomination of desolation" is a profound and pivotal prophetic event mentioned in the 
Bible, particularly in the writings of the Old Testament prophet Daniel and the teachings of Jesus Christ in the 
New Testament. To fully grasp the significance and implications of this important biblical theme, let's delve 


deeply into the scriptural context and insights. 


The Abomination of Desolation in Daniel's Prophetic Vision 


The phrase "abomination of desolation" is first introduced in the book of Daniel, where the prophet received a 
series of remarkable visions concerning the future of God's people, Israel, and the unfolding of end-times 


events. 


In Daniel's prophecies, he foretells a future ruler who will make a covenant or treaty with the nation of Israel, 
only to later break that agreement midway through the stipulated time period (Danie! 9:27). This treacherous 
leader will then desecrate the temple in Jerusalem, setting up a "sacrilegious object" or "abomination" that will 


cause great desolation and distress for the Jewish people (Daniel 11:31, 12:11). 


Daniel's descriptions indicate that this "abomination" will be some form of idolatrous or blasohemous act that 
defiles the holy temple, the center of worship for the Lord God of Israel. This prophetic vision was partly fulfilled 
in the 2nd century BC when the Greek ruler Antiochus IV Epiphanes desecrated the temple by erecting an altar 


to the Greek god Zeus and offering sacrifices to pagan deities. 


The Abomination of Desolation in the Olivet Discourse 


Centuries later, Jesus Christ, in the Olivet Discourse (recorded in Matthew 24, Mark 13, and Luke 21), made 
direct references to Daniel's prophecy concerning the abomination of desolation. In Matthew 24:15, Jesus 
warned His disciples, "So when you see the abomination of desolation spoken of by the prophet Daniel, 
standing in the holy place (let the reader understand)..." He then instructed those living in Judea to urgently 


flee to the mountains when they witness this ominous event (Matthew 24:16). 


Many biblical scholars believe that in this discourse, Jesus was pointing to a future, end-times fulfillment of 
Daniel's prophecy. They suggest that Jesus was referring to a coming desecration of the temple by the 
Antichrist, the infamous end-times ruler who will establish a false covenant with Israel and then break it, setting 
up an idolatrous image or abomination in the holy place. This act would trigger the Great Tribulation, a period 


of unparalleled suffering and persecution for the Jewish people (Matthew 24:21). 


The Significance and Implications of the Abomination of Desolation 


The abomination of desolation is a pivotal event in the biblical end-times timeline, marking the midpoint of the 
Tribulation period and the beginning of the most intense and widespread persecution of the Jewish people. It 
signifies the rise of the Antichrist and his brazen attempt to eradicate the worship of the one true God, 


replacing it with his own idolatrous and blasphemous system. 


This act of desecration is a clear challenge to God's sovereign authority and a declaration of the Antichrist's 
arrogant claim to divinity. It represents the ultimate test of faith for the Jewish people, who will be forced to 


choose between submission to the Antichrist's demands or steadfast loyalty to the Lord. 


Jesus’ instruction to "/et the reader understand” (Matthew 24:15) indicates the importance of spiritual 
discernment and watchfulness during this critical time. Believers are called to be alert and prepared, taking 


refuge in the Lord as the world plunges into the darkness of the Great Tribulation. 


Conclusion 


The abomination of desolation is a profoundly significant and sobering prophetic event that will take place in 
the future, as foretold by the prophet Daniel and affirmed by Jesus Christ. It represents the Antichrist's 
defilement of the temple and the Jewish people's ultimate test of faith during the tumultuous Tribulation period. 
By understanding this prophecy and its implications, believers can be spiritually prepared and vigilant, taking 
Shelter in the Lord during the darkest days before Christ's glorious return and the establishment of His eternal 


kingdom. 


Related Articles 


¢ What Is the Image of the Beast Prophesied in Revelation? 

¢ What Does Coming Out of Babylon Mean and Why is it Critical Now? 

¢ The 1260, 1290, and 1335 days of Daniel and the timeline of end-time events 

¢ Who is the Antichrist: the second person in Satan's unholy trinity of the end times? 

¢ Who is the False Prophet: The Third Person in Satan's Unholy Trinity of the End Times? 

e Is the First Angel Ready to Sound the Trumpet Amid the UN's Warning about Global Boiling? 


e Are the Second and Third Angels Ready to Blow Their Trumpets Amid Russia’s Nuclear Threats? 


Further Resources 
¢ Explore Online Ministry Opportunities at Open Christian Ministries (USA) 
e Explore Christian Business Services at the Center for Faith and Work (Rwanda) 
e Pursue an Affordable Online Christian Degree at Open Christian University (USA) 


e Kindly Share Your Question for Consideration in Future Articles. Click Here to Submit 
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